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Young musicians take the stage, 
make a dream come true 
By Joan Soltys 

It’ll be a grand evening of music on Saturday at the Whidbey Island Center for the Arts, 
when four South Whidbey musicians join the hot Irish music of fiddler Dale Russ, 
guitarist Dale MacGinty and Hanz Araki on flute in a concert named Dale Russ, Kerry 
Mann and Friends. 

The naming of the event reflects the culmination of months of preparation by young 
musician and Langley Middle School student Kerry Mann, who conceived the idea as 
part of her eighth grade graduation project. “When I learned about the project, I thought a 
concert would be an exciting thing to do. I’ve always wanted to play at WICA, ever since 
I heard Martin Hayes and Kevin Burke here,” Mann said. 

So last September she went to the theater and talked to Stacie Burgua, who helped her set 
a date and worked with her on the various forms that were necessary. “Then I talked to 
Dale Russ, who gives me violin lessons, and told him I’d set it all up for him and promote 
it if he would agree,” she said. Russ did indeed agree, with the result that he and fellow 
musicians Finn MacGinty and Hanz Araki will be appearing with Mann and her own 
fellow musicians: best friend and music companion Katie Campbell, harpist Hannah 
Wahl, and Randy Hudson, who plays the concertina and has provided help in arranging 
tunes and mentoring. 

They’ll open the concert, and all the musicians will play together for the last set, while 
Mann herself will play several tunes with Russ. “I’m really excited,” she said. “I really 
want it to sell out.” 

Mann has worked since an early age toward her goal of musical achievement. She and 
Katie Campbell started fiddle lessons at age four in Linda Good’s Suzuki violin class. 
Mann’s focus is now on Irish fiddle, while Campbell has become proficient in Scottish 
fiddle and dance. Hannah Wahl has played harp for six years and presently studies with 
master harper Laurie Riley of Langley.” 

 


